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Joeffer Caoc's Painterly Touch  
BY ERIN O’BRIEN MARCH 19, 2012 

 

Friday evening, the final day of Toronto fashion week, veteran designer Joeffer Caoc 

presented a dynamic, well-edited fall collection. The refreshingly upbeat show featured a great 

mix of fabrics and colours. Opening in military greens, the show moved toward a palette of 

warm mustards, rich metallics and coral tweeds. Stand out details included vivid brush stroke 

prints and a gold leather pencil skirt. Fur details added elements of sophistication while 

unexpected leather panels gave the lady like collection an urban edge. The finale dress of 

black and gold sequins looked stunning on Tara Gill ending the show on a high note. 
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Toronto Fashion Week: In Joeffer 
Caoc’s studio, 
beauty pierces pressure of real life  

BY JOE FIORITO MARCH 13, 2012 

  
The real drama of Fashion Week takes place far from the 

tent, away from the catwalk, in a place where you cannot 

hear the applause or see the frowns, the pouts and the 

camera flash. 

The real drama takes place on the third floor of an 

industrial building on Carlaw Ave., in the studio of Joeffer 

Caoc. 

He is a couple of days from showing his collection; now is 

the time for fittings, the meticulous last-minute adjustments 

so that his dresses, skirts and jackets will fit his models 

properly.  

“We’re trying shoes first.”  

A young model named Senait pulls on a pair of strappy 

wedges. You might have imagined her beauty; you could 

not have imagined her proportions; she is perfect.  

The shoes are supplied by sponsors; you take what you 

get. Joeffer grimaced. “Yesterday we had a girl with a size 

11 foot. We had to fit her into a size nine.”  

And you wondered why some models wobble and wear a 

pained expression.  

Senait went to change into a jersey matte cocktail dress, 

mid-calf in length, with long sleeves and an asymmetrical 

neck. Joeffer began to pin it so that it fit her tiny waist. He 

talked while he worked. “How many dresses have I made? 

Oh, thousands. I think I’ve made a dress a day for 20 

years.”  

The first one?  

“A triangle sarong skirt. I was just learning how to sew. I 

was 16 years old. The fabric was black polka-dot.” When 

he finished with the pins, he asked Senait to turn and to 

walk, and she made the dress come to life.  

He said, “There are 25 girls in the show. We’ll have to 

remake all the samples.” A dim question: did he have 

anyone in mind when he designed this collection? 

“The housewife with a rocker past.” He laughed at the way 

that sounded, but then he said, “When I start a collection, I 

have to have a muse in my head.” The jersey matte 

cocktail dress will cost the housewife with the rocker past 

$500.  

Just then, Kelly Smith, his design partner, came in. Joeffer, 

all business, said, “Do you have any sequins?” Kelly said, 

“Do you want some drama?” 

“Sure.” 

“We went to get the leather pieces. The owner’s wife was 

just taken to the hospital.” Joeffer’s first thought was for the 

woman. His second thought? He might have to drop the 

leather pieces from the show.  

 

 

Just then, Senait emerged from the dressing room wearing 

a brightly-coloured jacket and pencil-thin slacks. Joeffer got 

busy with pins. I like a man who is calm in a crisis. 

 “This is a basket-weave jacket. The colour? We call it 

sunset; sometimes we stress over the names.” He laughed. 

He knows that sort of stress is absurd when real life is 

happening all around him. 

He said to Kelly, “The waist has to go to size 0.” Kelly saw 

what I was thinking and said, “There is a size negative-0.” 

Who knew? 

The Joeffer Caoc collection is made in Canada. It has 

taken him three months to prepare, more or less. He 

employs six workers in his studio, and 15 more in a factory 

in another part of town. The show requires everyone to 

work up to the minute, and it also needs the services of 

stylists, publicists, a music producer and a choreographer. 

It is scheduled for Friday at 6 p.m.  

It will last 15 minutes.  

The number of outfits depends on whether or not Joeffer 

gets his leather pieces.  

As Senait leaves, the model Hayley takes her place; she is 

equally improbable in terms of beauty and proportion.  

Joeffer reached for his pins. 
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TFW Diary 
Joeffer Caoc  
teaches us how to stay glam on and off the court 
BY ERIN LUKAS OCTOBER 20, 2011 
 

Joeffer Caoc showed us how to stay glam on and off the court in his Spring 2012 collection. 

Despite the early afternoon start time, the fashion week veteran drew in high profile attendees 

including Jeanne Beker and our very own Bernadette Morra. Models marched down the 

runway like they were about to play a championship game – a champion in a much more chic 

uniform. Sportif looks included loose tanks and shorts with flashes of fuchsia, orange, and 

blue layered under breezy jackets and tunics, singlet-inspired column dresses, and gold lame 

harem pants covered in black mesh. Aside from the occasional colour-blocked tote on the 

models’ arms, Caoc held back on accessories. (Who wants to lose an earring during a 

game?) Next time Caoc is hosting a game of pickup basketball, we hope we make the cut.  

 

Photography by: JENNA MARIE WAKANI 



  



 



 



  











 



















 



 

Joeffer Caoc is a leading Canadian fashion designer well-known for 

intelligent, modern and sexy design.  The made-in-Canada JOEFFER CAOC 

collection is a long-time celebrity favorite; supermodels Coco Rocha and 

Daria Werbowy, legendary screen beauty Jacqueline Bisset, singers Katy 

Perry, Shania Twain and Nelly Furtado, actresses Carrie Fisher and Angela 

Bassett, and fashion maven Jeanne Beker have all embraced his distinctive 

style and design sensibility. Joeffer’s work is also often seen on the cover 

and in the editorial pages of leading fashion magazines.  

The collection is designed for women who desire the longevity and fit 

associated with classic tailoring, but who also seek the forward styling for 

which Joeffer Caoc is famed. It is available in fine specialty stores in Canada 

and the USA.  
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